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Johanna 
Baxter
CLP nominations: 162

Four election defeats in a row. And another 5 years 
of austerity and division which will hit the poorest 
hardest. 
We need to change.
Divided parties don’t win. Only unity will return a 
socialist Labour government.

credible, radical, alternative that creates jobs, 
tackles climate change, and invests in the health 
and education of our nation.
I’m an active member of 24 years, a CLP Chair 
and the lead Trade Union negotiator for local 
government workers in Scotland. 
I’m an experienced Labour campaigner and 
representative. When I was on the NEC I provided 
regular impartial reports of our work and personally 
visited over 180 CLPs to meet members.
I have been nominated by over 160 CLPs including 
those represented by Jeremy Corbyn, Lisa Nandy 
and Keir Starmer. 
I’m not afraid of speaking truth to power. I’m no 
one’s puppet. I’ll always put the best interests of 

Elect me and I will:
• Publish regular NEC reports so you know what is 
going on. 
• Campaign for robust and speedy independent 
processes to deal with bullying, harassment and 
discrimination in all its forms. 
• Campaign for CLP NEC reps to be elected 
regionally to ensure all parts of the country are 
represented. 
• Fight to break down the barriers to participation 

and involved. 
• Seek to bring our campaigning techniques into 
the 21st century. 
I’m also supporting Gurinder.
Email: johanna.baxter@btinternet.com 
Web: www.johannabaxter.scot  
Facebook: Johanna4NEC 
Twitter: @JohannaBaxter 

Peter  
Apps
CLP nominations: 17

This country desperately needs a Labour 
Government, and we have failed to provide 
it. I am running for the NEC because we need 
the Labour Party’s structures to be truly 

Whoever becomes leader must be both 
supported and held to account, and factional 
slates have never done that. We cannot have 
an inclusive, election-winning party without a 
transparent, dynamic NEC that tackles  
anti-semitism, harassment, bullying and 
improves internal culture. 
As a foreign correspondent, I’ve seen what 
happens when democratic systems falter. 
After breaking my neck covering Sri Lanka’s 
civil war , I found myself completely paralysed 
and dependent on the welfare state. I get 
why the country needs our party. I helped 
coordinate Labour Friends of the Forces 
during the 2017 election, and am fundraising 

defeat, keep the energy of the Corbyn era, 
build a Green New Deal and unite to win in 
2024.

right to select our parliamentary candidate 
and it was worth it. If elected to the NEC, 

deliver democratic accountability and 
competent policy and campaign planning. 

Disability Labour and 17 constituencies from 
Edinburgh to West Yorkshire, Plymouth, 
London and the South East. 
Members want a better party, and I want 
to deliver. Vote for reform, change and the 
ex-war reporter in a wheelchair. See website 
for more.
Web: pete-apps.com  
Twitter: @pete_apps 
Facebook: PeterApps4NEC
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Jo 
Bird
CLP nominations: 114

Supporters include Jewish Voice for Labour, 
Labour Left Alliance, Labour Representation 
Committee, Red Labour and Welsh Labour 

members in well over 100 CLPs. 
As your elected NEC representative I will 
support Labour through:
• Fairness and natural justice in complaints 
• Open selection of Labour MPs, as for 
Labour councillors 
• Freedom, justice and equality for all 
• Members-led policy decided at a sovereign 
conference
My Jewish great grandparents were refugees 
from fascism in Europe. There is no place for 
antisemitism or any form of racism in our 
party. Our diverse society and world needs 
more understanding and less hostility. 
Party members need fair disciplinary 
processes worthy of our Trade Union and 

consideration for the wellbeing of the 
accused alongside natural justice. For 
example, part way through this NEC election 
nomination process, I was shocked to be 
suspended before investigation. I was 
reinstated 9 days later. 
I lead by example. As Wirral Labour group 
secretary, I ensure Party rules are applied 
fairly to everyone. My positive messages 
about Labour often go viral, for example my 
Just Jews video has been viewed over 80,000 
times.
#JoBird4NEC
Email: jobird@cooptel.net   
Website: jobird2.wixsite.com/website  
Facebook: JoBird4NEC

Alexa  
Collins
CLP nominations: 9

These are challenging times and our party 
must be supported by an NEC that guides us 

Our NEC needs individuals with a clear, 
balanced approach to provide core support 

membership. I will provide that. 
I live deep in the Tory heartlands. Over the 
last 5 years we have been changing hearts 
and minds, yet areas like mine, which 
are more rural or suburban have little or 
no representation within Labour Party 
processes. If we are to change hearts and 
minds into votes and credibility, it is essential 
to have people at the table to represent and 
support the thousands of members in these 
areas and bring about real change. 
Further democratisation of the Labour 
Party is required.  Although much work has 
been done in this area, the rapid growth of 

been faced have at times overwhelmed 
our systems. The result has been a hugely 
negative media narrative over the last few 
years. 
The recent General Election, in which I stood 

has shown that itís time to re-group and 
seriously examine our process and systems 

My Labour Party experience includes; 
CLP secretary and Chair of LCF across 5 
constituencies; Candidate and Election 
Agent at local and General elections; regular 
conference delegate and speaker; Policy 
Submissions to NPF.
Telephone: 07535027691  
Email: Alexa4Labour@gmail.com 
Twitter: @AlexaCollinsDes 
Facebook: Alexa4Labour
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Leigh 
Drennan
CLP nominations: 28

at the General Election, and our communities 
will bear the brunt of this. I support our 
transformative vision, which helped us 
increase our vote share and seats in 2017, 
but in this election we failed to communicate 

lost many seats in our heartlands, and 
people from areas with rich radical traditions 
saw us as a party that did not fundamentally 

socialist from the North of England I believe 
that I can shed light on how we can win 
communities back.
We must focus on the long-term 
strengthening of our Party, through key 
measures I would push for on the NEC:
• Enhanced representation of members 
on the NEC, and greater oversight over the 
governance of the Party. 
• Political education and development of our 
members.
• Reforming and strengthening of our 
organisations representing liberation groups, 
particularly LGBT Labour, BAME Labour, and 
Disability Labour.

party at local, regional and national levels, 
having been the Vice Chair of Young Labour 
and Labour North West. I have served as a 
local Councillor for eight years. I spend my 
time strengthening workers as an industrial 
organiser for UNISON and was banned 
by anti union employers for successfully 
organising care workers. Please also support 
the Lauren Townsend, a brilliant socialist. We 
are proudly supported by Momentum. 
Email: leigh-drennan@hotmail.co.uk 
Twitter: @Leigh_Drennan 
Facebook: LeighDrennanfortheNEC2020 

Fiona 
Dent
CLP nominations: 10

An active Labour member since my early 
20s, lifelong door knocker, held various CLP 
roles, blogger (eg Labourlist), Union woman 
- Unison- Unite - Artist’s Union of England, 
Save Our NHS campaigner (walked from 
Jarrow to Westminster in the 2014 People’s 
March),Worked in public service and as a 
Health Commissioner fought the swingeing 
cuts to the NHS, Environmental and human 
rights campaigner, ex Economy Commission, 
twice PPC in challenging constituencies, 
sculptor, painter and general washer upper.
Along with CLP members around the country 
I want to see greater connectivity between 
leadership and local parties: During my 3 
years on the National Policy Forum I did just 
that by helping fellow members to follow, 
engage and contribute to policy debate. 
Speaking at distant CLP meetings, running 
engagement sessions and campaigning in 
constituencies around the country from the 
North West to Cornwall - not easy due to 
the systems that we have in place but that 
experience has meant that I am committed 
to democratising policy development and 
other Party decision making systems.
I am not a member of any sub group or sect 
of Labour because I do not want my votes 
to be controlled by anything other than the 
democratic interests of members. However 
I am a loyal, left of centre stalwart of our 
Party who supports the elected Leader and 
campaigns to win. Please drop slates and 
choose me to do that job of work and I will 
report in writing after each meeting and work 
with you on…
Telephone: 07824953354  
Email:  
Web:  
Twitter:  
Facebook:  
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Adam  
Ellison
CLP nominations: 5

Our party has now lost 4 General Elections 
in 10 years. Alongside a new Leader and 
Deputy Leader, it is now time for new faces to 
join the National Executive Committee (NEC) 
and help rebuild our party as we look to the 
future. 
I am standing for the NEC because I believe 
I can make a genuine contribution to 
rebuilding our party. I believe passionately 
in the power of our members and the 
importance of their views in Governing our 
member-led party. 
Our party must also unite around our next 
Leader and Deputy Leader, ending the 
divisions that have plagued us over recent 

years’ time, our communities are already 
broken and divided. The impact would be 
irreversible. 
If elected to be your representative on the 
NEC, I commit to making myself available to 
members and CLP’s, keeping you up to date 
with the work that I will do as your national 
voice, on your behalf. 
I have a strong track record of being an 
advocate and campaigner, supporting our 

I hope that I can count on your support in this 
election. It is time to stand up and be heard. 
Experience;

 
• Labour North Regional Board Member 
• Local Councillor 
• Member of Unison and GMB 
• Active School Governor (and Chair) 
• Charity Trustee
Email: adamellison4NEC@gmail.com  
Twitter: @_A_E_1_

Deborah 
Hobson
CLP nominations: 13

Deborah is an African Caribbean woman 
and long-standing Left activist in Camberwell 
and Peckham CLP and nationally in the 
labour movement. For many years, she has 
campaigned for the Labour Party. Deborah 

under-represented people to Labour and 
get them actively involved in one of the most 
deprived areas of the country. She is also an 
active trade unionist.
Deborah is Co-Chair of Grassroots Black Left - 
a national organisation for African, Caribbean, 
Asian and other people of colour that’s a 
successor to the Labour Party Black Sections. 
Racism is a scourge in our society that must 
be stamped out and Deborah has devoted 
her political life to that and other struggles 

hostile environment for Black people created 
by Tory governments which has resulted 
in the Windrush scandal and inhumane 
deportations. 
Deborah supports the popular progressive 
manifesto on which Labour fought the 
last general election that included positive 
national and international policies, not least 
on the climate emergency and Green New 

ownership and stand up for migrant rights.
If elected to the NEC Deborah would be 
YOUR strong voice, accountable to Labour 
members at this crucial time for the party. 
She would provide regular reports, support 
Open Selection and oppose unfair disciplinary 
action against members and promote natural 
justice.
Deborah is supported by Grassroots 
Black Left and the Labour Representation 
Committee.
Email: deborah4nec@gmail.com  
Email: grassrootsblackleft@gmail.com
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Mick 
Johnston
CLP nominations: 7

Many members feel disconnected from 
the organisational heart of the Party. 
Although we have nine representatives on 
the NEC we do not feel represented. While 
the NEC has been failing in its core task 
of managing the Party, from the bungled 
handling of antisemitism to the mishandling 
of parliamentary candidate selection, Party 
members have been bystanders.
For members in areas without a Labour 
MP or in rural constituencies like mine 
the disconnect is acute. The refusal to let 
‘unwinnable’ CLPs select a parliamentary 
candidate until Parliament was dissolved, 
despite repeated appeals, was insulting 
to our members and left them feeling 
marginalised. 
As a members’ rep I would seek:
• Better representation for rural CLPs and the
particular issues they face. 
• A tangible and transparent relationship 
between all CLPs and the NEC. 
• Commitment that ‘unwinnable’ CLPs will 
never again be treated with the disdain that 
left them without a candidate when the 2019 
General Election was called. 
• A radical shake up of regional organisation 
with transparency and a much bigger say for 
members.
A Party member for forty years I’ve had many 
roles in both the Party and my Trade Union 
and been active in numerous campaigns 
from support for the NUM during the miners’ 
strike through to anti fracking protests at 
Kirby Misperton. I have been Secretary of my 
constituency for the last three years.
If elected I promise I will tell you what is 
going on and do my best to get your issues 
discussed.
Email: mickjohnston4nec@gmail.com 
Facebook: MickJohnston4NEC  
Twitter: @necmick

Gurinder 
Singh Josan
CLP nominations: 123

I’m a Labour Party member of 32 years. I’m 
a Director of anti-racism campaign HOPE 
not Hate, Secretary of my Unite Branch, Vice 
Chair of Sikhs for Labour, school Governor, 
member of West Midlands Strategic Police 
& Crime Board, Central Council member of 
Socialist Health Association and Treasurer of 
West Midlands SHA. 
I’m standing for the NEC because having lost 
our fourth general election Labour needs to 
urgently do away with the naked factionalism 
that led to the party becoming characterised 
by constant calls for de-selections, central 
control of candidate selections, antisemitism 
and intolerance of debate. We need the NEC 
to ensure our organisation is second to none, 
our candidates have the resources they need, 
a robust and independent complaints system 
and members views are respected and given 
prominence in policy making and candidate 
selections.
This NEC by-election gives members an 
opportunity to improve the diversity of 
member reps on the NEC and return to 
the ‘broad-church’ Labour Party that wins 
elections. We have to renew, reconnect 
and rebuild trust with voters who left us. 
Broadening the NEC to represent all traditions 
of the Labour Party is a start to that renewal.
I will work with the new Leader to face the 
challenges of winning the next general 
election including the imminent outcome of 
the EHRC investigation. I bring with me my 
background as a long-standing and dedicated 
party activist, a passionate equalities 
campaigner and my independent minded 
commitment to a member-led democratic 
Labour party.
I’m also supporting Baxter.
Telephone: 07967 680635   
Email: @gurinder_singh_josan@hotmail.com  
Web: www.gurinder4nec.com 
Twitter: @gsjosan  
Facebook: GurinderSinghJosanforNEC  
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Peyman 
Owladi
CLP nominations: 6

We will win the next election by making 
the most of our mass movement. We have 
to empower you to use your skills and 
experience. And the Party must be fair, 
transparent and democratic so you can believe 
in our common cause.
We need:
• An NEC that makes sure all voices are heard,
with representation from every region 
• Open selection, with members voting to
choose candidates for all elections 
• A new policy-making structure to give
members a say at every level 
• Better funding for CLPs for member
engagement and local campaigns
I will:
• Make this role my top priority, and I have no 

• Report on every NEC meeting, and demand a
public record of how members vote 
• Try new ways to speak to and hear from you, 
with a video call after each meeting, and a web 
portal where you can raise and upvote issues 
• Join CLP meetings when invited
I have:
• Experience organising activists and working
within the party’s structure. As CLP Secretary 
and in previous roles, I work with members 
from all sides of the party. 
• Experience of governance in other 
organisations, as a school governor, on 
governance committees in technology 
companies, and on the board of a charity. 
• Successfully improved communication and 

can do the same here.
As your representative, I will put aside as much 
time as I need to answer your…
Telephone: 07763842654  
Email: nec@peyman.uk 
Twitter: @peymanity 
Facebook: peymanity 

Rick 
Middleton
CLP nominations: 16

Our NEC must represent the interests of all 
members across our movement, it’s time 
to end the stitch ups and restore members 
faith in our NEC. If elected as your CLP rep 
I would empower you the member. As an 
independent socialist candidate I would 
make decisions in the interest of our entire 
party membership of over half a million, not 
be steered by any faction or pressure group. 
From setting out a more robust selection 

say in the selection of their parliamentary 

tolerant and inclusive party, I would play my 
part in making the Labour Party a stronger 
and more pluralistic party that can go onto 
win the next election. There can be no more 

deals, we must unite behind whoever our 
members elect as party leader because 
divided parties do not win elections.
My experience
I am a member of the GMB and an 
experienced campaigner, serving 2 terms 
as Bosworth CLP chair where I stood as 
the parliamentary candidate in December. 
Working in IT, I have extensive knowledge 
of new technology and how best to utilise it 
within our party. 

• A more robust candidate selection process 
(no more imposed candidates) 
• Regional NEC representatives 
• Improved accessibility through proxy & 
online voting 
• Greater transparency of NEC business
Get in touch if you’d like me to visit your CLP
Telephone: 07919593035  
Email: mail@rickmiddleton.co.uk 
Web: rickmiddleton.org.uk 
Twitter: @RMiddletonUK 
Facebook: Rick Middleton Labour  
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Paula 

CLP nominations: 44

I spent a lifetime working in the public 
sector; almost a decade in a support role 
with the Police where i was awarded a 
judges commendation for supporting child 
victims of sex abuse then on the front line 
of our amazing NHS for 12 years.
Fighting for the vulnerable and giving a 
voice to the voiceless is in my DNA and 
I was proud to serve as a shop steward 

a lifelong trade unionist I wanted to give 
something back- I’ll never walk by an 
injustice. 
I was elected as a Councillor in 2012 taking 

MP, again taking the seat from the Tories. 
I loved being a campaigning MP, from 
taking on WH Smith and their exorbitant 
hospital shop pricing to forcing Tesco to 
reduce the prices of their pink razors. 
My most noteworthy campaign win was 

in history to have a budget amendment 
accepted by the Government-the abolition 
of the tampon tax. I’m about actions 
not words and I followed this by my 
campaign on period poverty-this became 
an international movement, I’ll never stop 
trying to break down barriers and reduce 
stigma.
In September 2019 I stood up to Boris 
Johnson in the Commons chamber and 
called out his divisive and reprehensible 

people afraid to enter politics due to 
threats of violence. Despite having a 
majority this Government must never go…
Email:  
Mobile: 07944 444023 
Twitter:  
Facebook:  

Ray  
Sutton
CLP nominations: 6

Vote for a candidate who wants to see 
unity and strength, whoever is the leader. 
I have a wide experience and I ask the 
right questions. NEC should be about good 
communication, openness and transparency 
leading our diverse democratic socialist party 
of over half a million members.
‘All Politics is Local’ is not a cliché: we are at 
our best when we practice what we preach 
in our own communities. Solidarity must be 
earned by example and inspiration because 

when they want. I want to hear and forward 
your opinions and I will argue for prompt 
and clear feedback from NEC meetings,
In NE Lincolnshire I became CLP Chair, 
served on Labour’s regional board and took 
on roles, such as election agent. It was a 
privilege to be a Labour councillor for seven 
years before moving to Kegworth in 2018, 

audit, social housing and a SEND charity.
Here I have helped re-found the local 
branch. We won two seats from the Tories 
in the district council elections in May 2019. 
In the general election I again had a leading 
constituency-wide role.

NW Leicestershire after mining are similar, 
but I have lived and worked in the South East 
too and across England. I was employed as 
a teacher and manager and, eventually, self 
employed. I am a member of the Coop Party, 
Christians on the Left, GMB and Unite.
Email: raysutton@aol.com 
Telephone: 07952 488990  
Facebook: Ray Sutton 
Twitter: @raysuttonplus
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Chris  
Webb
CLP nominations: 16

Our Party is in my blood. It’s in my DNA. 
A childhood spent on various picket lines, 
Liverpool dockers’ marches and rallies. Full of 
memories of campaigning.  At 16 I joined the 
Labour Party. My family had already handed 
me the Labour ideals and values which still 
stick with me today of compassion, equality 
and social justice. 
These values have served me as a local 

fundamental to me standing as a PPC in 
the last two elections in my home town of 
Blackpool. 
It was heart-breaking to watch the votes 
pile up for the Tories, in what often feels like 
slow motion. A feeling that we’d let down 
those hit hardest by the damage the Tory 
austerity agenda has committed against our 
communities. I was heartbroken for my home 
town and so many like it across the country
We must change or it’s the end of our party. 
Let’s make our meetings vibrant, with debates 
and discussion. Let’s make them a place for 
members to access training and real political 
educations, learning the values I did as a child. 
Let’s interact with trade unions and support 
local workers when they need our support 
during industrial action.
If elected I will use this position to seek out 
best practice and share it amongst all CLPs, 
to help rejuvenate our local parties, ensuring 
those with disabilities, like myself can fully 
participate and make them friendly and 
enticing to all.  
Vote Chris Webb for NEC
#Chris4NEC
Facebook: Chris4BNC 
Twitter: @Chris_Bpool 
Email: chris@Chriswebb.org 

Lauren 
Townsend
CLP nominations: 142

I came into the movement as a waitress who 
had enough of her exploitative employer and 
decided to do something about it. With little 
experience in trade unionism, I threw myself 
into every aspect of it; recruiting members, 
training as a rep in an unrecognised 
workplace, and leading a series of strikes 
across the U.K.
Since then I have travelled the country, 
visiting CLPs and labour movement 
events to lead workshops on organising in 

my experiences. I fought my dismissal 
from TGI Fridays on grounds of trade union 
discrimination and won. I became involved 
in my local Labour Party, and sit on the 
EC and LCF, as Vice-Chair and Campaigns 
Coordinator for Milton Keynes Labour Party. 
In May 2019 I unseated a Tory Councillor 
and am Chief Whip of the Labour Group at 
MK Council. I now work for CWU as a project 
lead on the New Deal for Workers and am 
spokesperson for Labour for a Green New 
Deal.

ensure that our Party continues to commit 
to, and builds upon, the goal of being a 
truly member-led, democratic socialist 
organisation. I will work with others 
for greater oversight over the Party’s 
governance, to overhaul our structures and 
build a Party that is capable of unleashing 
the full potential of our mass membership. 
My campaign is backed by Momentum 
and CLPD. Please get in touch for my full 
statement. Please also support Leigh 
Drennan.
Twitter: @laurenjtownsend 
Facebook: laurentownsend4nec 
Email: lauren4nec@gmail.com 
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Cecile  
Wright
CLP nominations: 16

Dear Friends,
I am the daughter of Windrush generation 
parents. My mother was a nurse, my father a 
lorry driver. My working life has been entirely 
in the public sector in education and the 
voluntary sector in community groups.
I have been a Labour Party member, activist 
and trade unionist for over 30 years. I am 
a member of UCU, Unite and GMB, Co-
operative Party, Chair of Unite Community 
Branch and Vice Chair of my CLP,CLP 

Constitutional Committee and Vice-Chair 
of Momentum. I am a founder member of 
Momentum Black Caucus and Executive 
member of the Campaign for Labour Party 
Democracy. 
What will I bring to the NEC? I will not be a 
self-serving bureaucrat! I will strive tirelessly 
for the policies of our last 2 manifestos. I 
will be unrelenting in insisting we reverse 
austerity which has devasted communities 
like mine. We must again convince people 
only Labour can restore their living 
standards.
It is only a Labour Party committed to using 

that can transform our country for the 
better.
This must involve empowering our members 
to choose policies and candidates to win. 
I will push the NEC to have greater BAME 
representation throughout the party. 
Also, I will push for open selections for all 

In 2019 I campaigned in 5 parliamentary 
constituencies. We lost in all of them! We 
now have only 8 MPs…
Telephone: 01332 347502

Trish 
Williams
CLP nominations: 32

Trish Williams for National Executive Committee 
(NEC)
As Labour Parliamentary candidate for England’s 
most northerly constituency, Berwick-upon-
Tweed, I personally experienced the crushing 
nature of December’s election result. 
It is time for change but electing a new Leader 
and Deputy is not enough; the NEC, Labour’s 
governing body, must also act to refresh Party 
organisation and structures.

representative. Someone like me, a passionate 
Northern activist, with considerable life and work 
experience outside of politics, including: 
• a 30 year career in local and central government, 
and nationalised and private industries; 
• strong leadership, teamwork, technology and 
change management skills; 
• the commitment to continue promoting
Labour’s Socialist principles and values; 
• the determination to work tirelessly to 
transform Labour into an election winning Party; 
• an understanding of the sense of betrayal, 
abandonment and injustice felt by so many 
voters in seats that were lost; 
• experience as a CLP Secretary, leading on 
initiatives to address Party systems and process

• the most CLP nominations, as a ‘non-slate’
candidate, from all over the UK.
My priorities are to improve NEC 
communications with grass-roots members; 
increase transparency, diversity and inclusive 
practices; and work towards devolving decision-
making,on selections, campaigning and local 
structures, to democratised and empowered 
Regions and CLPs.
Get in touch if my message strikes a chord and 
please, vote for me, Trish Williams, for NEC!
Telephone: 07485 157086  
Email: trish4nec@gmail.com 
Twitter: @trishlabour 
Facebook: TrishWIlliamsLabour
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